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Monieca and I spent Thanksgiving at the beach with our children, Steven and Jacqueline, 
and their families.  We did the usual Thanksgiving things, including some Christmas 
shopping.  We also spent a lot of time with the grandkids.  Monieca helped each of them 
build a gingerbread house.  We kept them one night while their parents went to a movie.  
Six year-old Liam climbed in bed with us every morning at daylight.  Saturday we went  
with them to visit Santa.

The best moment for me was when Liam asked 
if we were going to church Sunday morning.  
He and his family attend the Charleston campus 
of NewSpring Church.  God has done a beautiful 
work in their lives and Liam loves going to church.  
He recently prayed and committed his life to Jesus 
and wants to be baptized.  So when he asked me 
twice about church – guess what we did?  
We went to church.

So let me ask you a question.  What kind of impact 
does it make on a family when a young child “loves” 
going to church?

Now let me ask you another question.  Should a 
church make children’s ministry a priority?

The truth is that not every good thing can be a priority.  Some good things are more 
important than other good things.  Ministry to children is one of those “more important” 
good things.  It is a high priority.

I’m thankful for everyone who serves in our children’s ministry.  I pray for them.  I also pray 
that more people join their ranks and begin serving our kids.  We have kids at FBC who 
love Jesus and love going to church.  We regularly have kids who commit their lives to 
Jesus and are baptized.   Our children’s ministry is changing lives and families.

While a lot of the activities during the Christmas season focus on children, let’s remember 
that a church needs to focus on kids year round.   I encourage you to pray for our children 
and those who minister to them.  Pray for our young families – they face unique challenges 
these days.  Support our children’s ministry in every way you can.  Give generously 
because your giving allows us to do more for our kids.

Every grandparent wants to hear their grandchildren say, 
“Are we going to church?”

Pastor Steve Hogg Steve & Monieca Hogg



“It’s hard to put into words what God has done in my heart this weekend.”

“It was a powerful weekend.  I can’t remember when I’ve been so blessed.”

“I was convicted because I prayed with my kids a lot when they were little, but not so much now.”

“I want my prayers to be more Father-focused and I want my prayers to impact lostness.”

FRIDAY NIGHT BANQUET TICKET
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18

AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE WORSHIP CENTER
Tickets are $1 each for everyone ages 3 & up. 

(free for children 2 & under)
 

Above are a few quotes from Sunday night’s testimony service that concluded our November 18-20 
Prayer Empowering Weekend.  It was a significant spiritual experience for the majority of those who 
participated.  As one person said, “People who didn’t come don’t know what they missed.”

While not every FBC member attended, a lot did attend.  Friday night more than 400 gathered for the 
opening session.  That includes the 70+ guests who came to Rock Hill to lead the weekend.  Only God 
knows for certain, but about 450 FBC members attended at least one session at the church or the home 
prayer meeting/prayer walking on Saturday.

Now take the four quotes above and multiply that by 100.  If 400 of us had a similar encounter with God, 
the impact on us, our church, and ultimately this community Jesus wants us to reach with the gospel will 
be significant.

The weekend wasn’t just about praying.  It was about praying the way Jesus prayed.  It was 
about surrendering to the Father and getting in line with His will.  It was about advancing His kingdom, 
not our plans.  It was about much more than prayer because praying like Jesus changes us.

For many, the weekend was a spiritual marker.  As another member said after Saturday night’s session,
 “God broke me.”  Amen and Praise the Lord.



Our needs don’t take a vacation even 
when our office is closed. In the event of 
a serious illness or death during a time 
when our offices are closed, please call 
Jamie at 803-493-6603. He will then 
contact the on-call minister to take care 
of the need. Our prayer is that everyone 
has a safe holiday, but know that our 
ministerial staff is available to minister 
to the needs of the congregation.

HOLIDAY ANNOUNCMENTS
Christmas Schedule:
• The last regular Wednesday 
night activities will be held on 
Wednesday, December 7.

• The Church Office will be closed 
Friday, December 23 through 
Friday, December 30.

Welcome to the “Family oF Faith”

By Baptism: 7   By Letter: 10   By Statement: 7  =  Total: 24

William Ragan
Statement

Martha Ragan
Statement

Helen Knight
Baptism

Cameron McKinney
Baptism

Kristyn Gordon
Baptism

Mallorie Rickabaugh
Baptism

Elizabeth Chassereau
Letter

Athena Shephard
Baptism

Sandy Fish
Baptism

Jessica Brazell
Letter



•  December 18 @ 9:10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Choir Room (Rm225)
•  A multimedia presentation
•  For all members age 13+ who have not yet attended this orientation
•  For anyone interested in learning more about First Baptist Church
Call the Church Office (327-7181) to make your reservation or email 
tammyw@fbcrockhill.org or sign up online at bit.ly/1ST_CON.

FIRST CONNECT : SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 @ 9:10 a.m.

Deadline to register for class is Tuesday, December 13.

The tithes and offerings of God’s people make all our ministries at FBC possible.
Thank you for giving and please remember that to claim a charitable contribution for 2016, 
contributions must be:

• Placed in the offering plate on or before December 25,
• Delivered to the Church Office on or before December 31,
• Online and other electronic contributions before midnight December 31,
• Or mailed to the Church Office with a postmark of December 31 or earlier.

Online contributions may be made at www.fbcrockhill.org/online-giving.
Contributions placed in the offering plate on the first Sunday of January 2017 will not qualify for a charitable 
contribution deduction in 2016 (even if the check is back-dated to 2016 or was actually written in 2016). These 
requirements are set by the IRS.

To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, do not file your 2016 income tax return until you have 
received a written acknowledgment of your contributions from the church. Some of your contributions may not be 
tax-deductible if you file your tax return before you receive a written acknowledgment of your contributions from 
the church. Currently the church office is scheduled to be closed December 23-30. Call early for special needs.

End-of-the-Year Contributions



Each year, First Baptist leads a service to remember our members and loved ones who have 
passed away. If you are planning to attend the Memorial Service and would like to recognize 

a deceased loved one, please complete the form located at the registration table at 
the rear of the Worship Center or at the Welcome Desk in the lobby. 

Deadline for submitting names is Sunday, December 4.

Parent/Child Dedication will take place during both Worship Services on 
Sunday, January 22, 2017. Sign up online at bit.ly/FBC-Dedication

Sign ups end January 2, 2017.



New Year’s Eve Party FOR THE YOUTH
Middle & High School Students:

Join us for a game of Underground Church on New Year’s Eve!
Located in “The ROCK”

Saturday, December 31, 2016 from 8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Please bring a friend & a snack to share!

Sunday, December 11, 6 p.m. - 7p.m.

Join us as we fellowship with our church family.
Bring your favorite homemade Christmas treat to 
share with everyone.

As you pray about what you can give to the World Missions Offering, know that every dollar helps. 
Here are a few ways your gifts are used: 

• $1 will provide a meal for a refugee family.
• $2 covers the cost of a tube of henna dye to allow a missionary to illustrate five gospel  

stories in an oral society.
• $10 pays for one Udmurt translation of the Bible.
• $45 buys one MP3 device to help disciple a new believer in East Asia.
• $230 buys two sheep for a family to start animal husbandry work.
• $3,000 covers the production of a gospel film in new languages.

2017 Mission Trips
Below are details about our 2017 mission trips. We will have informational meetings 
on January 22 for each of the trips. For more info and full descriptions visit, fbcrockhill.org/mission-trips.

• Rochester, NY (June) 
• Kenai, Alaska (July 11-19)
• Birmingham, UK (July 23-August 1)

• Lundazi, Zambia (August 6-19)
• Kissimmee, FL (September 23-29) 

World Missions Offering Goal: $110,000 
Given to Date: $58,611.47
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Rev. Steve Hogg

Senior Pastor

Rev. Steve White
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Rev. Jamie Burdette
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Rev. Will Beaty
Communications &
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Rev. David Mitchell
Youth Ministry
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Holly Matthews
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Victoria Burdette
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Rev. Steve Polk
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Spiritual Growth

Rev. Scott Blasingame
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Preteen Ministry

OUR CHURCH fAMILY

BUDGET
Given Nov 06 - Nov 27 ........... $182,039.70
Given to Date ......................... $598,345.65
Budget Goal to Date ............... $644,384.26

SIX IN 6 CAMPAIGN
Given Nov 06 - Nov 27 ........... $35,808.84
Given to Date .......................... $1,062,979.09
Total Commitments ................. $1,815,727.44

GivinG 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
November 06 ........................................... 753
November 13 ........................................... 688
November 20 ........................................... 770 
November 27 ........................................... 635

SYMpATHY
The Staff and Congregation of First Baptist Church extend deepest
sympathy to Brittney Burch on the death of her mother; 
to Cindyann Hunnicutt on the death of her cousin; to Kelsey poole 
on the death of  her brother, Kirk Graham; to Rick Baker on the death 
of his step-mother, Elizabeth Baker; to Lynne Dawson on the death of 
her father, Robert Dawson; and to Stacy Spell on the death of his father,
Benny Marshall; and to Jessica pratt on the death of her grandmother.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to proud grandparents, Bobby and Elaine Baker 
on the October 5 arrival of their grandson, Chase Baker Bratton. 

Congratulations to proud grandparents, Bill and Linda Crute on the 
September 4 arrival of their granddaughter, Evalynn James Hardy.

December BIRTHDAYS:
James Craig (19)
Holly Matthews (27)

STAff NEwS

December ANNIVERSARY:
Steve Hogg (1987)

Staff annivERSaRy

HONORARIUM
M

MEMORIALS 
Ruby Dunn
Sally Currence Hays

Administrative Staff
Terri A. Hood

Church Administrator

Tom Rinehart
Pastoral Staff Administrator

Tony Huffman
Facilities Manager

Matt Greer
 Graphic Media & 

Publications Director


