ANNUAL REPORT

Why does First Baptist Church exist
and what does God want us to do?
We Exist to...

“Why” we do what we do is clear.
We love Jesus and want to make a difference in people’s lives.
We do this by helping people have a relationship with
Jesus Christ that impacts their life both now and for eternity.
This is their greatest need. It is also our purpose and mission
as followers of Christ.

Dear Church Family,
One of my favorite things about being a Pastor is having young children and teenagers
find me on Sundays to talk or give me a hug. Some of them stay in touch with me after
they go to college and I’m always excited to hear from them.
Knowing that our church is preparing children and teenagers to be life-long followers of
Jesus is a great blessing.
As I write this, I’m thinking about some of our college students who grew up at FBC who
are going on missions trips, leading ministries on their college campus or training in one
of our colleges or seminaries to be a minister of the gospel.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them” (Luke 18:16).
At First Baptist, we are doing what Jesus told us to do.
In the pages of this annual report you will see and read about some of the ministries
God is using to impact these “little ones”. You’ll also discover that our ministries touch
every generation, not just the youngest among us. We truly are a multigenerational
family of faith.
The ministries reflected on these pages is made possible by the generous giving of people
like you. Thank you for making all of it possible.
As you review this report, I pray you are encouraged. I also pray you realize in a fresh way
how much your giving matters.
So take your time and read each page. Give thanks to God for what you see and read.
Smile and be glad you are part of this wonderful church family. I know I am.
In His Service,

Pastor Steve Hogg

Steve & Monieca Hogg

NOVEMBER 2017

Over 60 men attended the Marks of a Man Conference. The event was
such a blessing and allowed us to chase after men’s hearts and give
them space to encounter God.
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MOPS & MOMSnext
• FBC’s Women’s Ministry was busy last Fall. They hosted a

Sunday school class, Tuesday Morning and Wednesday Night
Bible Studies, monthly Mops & MOMSnext meetings, and several
outreach events. Many lives have been touched by the Gospel and
none of it would have been possible without your faithful giving.

• In November, more than 15,400 Operation Christmas Child

Shoe Boxes were received over the course of a week in our
FBC parking lot for transport to Charlotte and then to kids
around the world.

NOTABLE EVENTS:
The Reformation
(Sermon Series)
B45 Survivor Night
(Preteen Event)
Operation Christmas Child
MOPS & MOMSnext
(Women’s Ministry)
Sufficient Grace
(Women’s Ministry)
Marks of a Man
(Men’s Conference)
Men’s Underground
(Men’s Ministry)
Senior Adult Luncheon
(The Promise Trio)
Women’s Followship Event
(Coat Donation)
Surviving The Holidays
(Grief Share)

Operation Christmas Child
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DECEMBER 2017
. S T E V E HO G G
REV

ANNIVERSARY

THANK YOU
Monieca and I want to say “thank you” to everyone who made Sunday, December 10 a special day for us.
It has been an honor for us to be part of FBC for 30 years and we appreciate every expression of love and
kindness we received during Sunday’s celebration.
Thank you for every card, comment, gift, smile, and hug. Thank you for the love offering.
Thank you for your prayers.
We look forward to reading all the cards over the next few days – it will take that long to open and
read all of them. We have a special congregation at FBC. Thank you for the privilege of being part
of this Family of Faith.

Steve & Monieca Hogg
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• Christmas is Real: Travis Cottrell and his team, along with our

worship choir and orchestra, led us in praising Jesus. The evening
alternated between moments of joy, reflection, smiles, and tears.
Travis did exactly what we had hoped he would do – lead us
in worship.

Christmas is Real :Travis Cottrell

• The Worship Center was filled to capacity for our annual
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

• World Mission Offering Total: $123,250.00
NOTABLE EVENTS:

Steve Hogg’s 30th Anniversary
MOPS & MOMSnext
(Women’s Event)
Christmas is Real : Travis Cottrell
(Christmas Musical)
JOY Choir/Children’s Choir Program
Tanglewood Christmas Lights
(Senior Adult Trip)

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Memorial Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
End of Year Report Distributed
“Underground Church”
(Youth New Year’s Eve Event)
Children’s Christmas Party
(First Kids Event)
B45 Christmas Party
(Preteen Event)
Bell Ringers
(Salvation Army)
World Missions Offering
Christmas in Bethlehem
(Sunbeams Christmas Celebration)
Business Luncheon
(If You’re Not Loving, You’re Not Living)

Sunbeams Christmas Program
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JANUARY 2018

On Sunday morning, January 21 we spent some time on our knees at the alter during

worship interceding for the York County Sheriff Office. We took over 800 prayer cards to
the officers the next day. Our hope was that the cards would be an encouragement to
our Law Enforcement personnel during this difficult time.
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Parent/Child Dedication

Parent/Child Dedication

Parent/Child Dedication

NOTABLE EVENTS:

MLK Jr. Prayer Breakfast
(Community Event)
New Year’s Day Service

MLK Jr. Prayer Breakfast

MLK Jr. Prayer Breakfast

Passion 2018
(Youth Conference, Atlanta)
Senior Adult Luncheon
(Dawn Jordan)
Parent /Child Dedication

• On Monday, January 15, we were honored to host the 15th Annual MLK Jr.
Interfaith Prayer Breakfast with more than 600 people in attendance.

• On Sunday, January 28, we dedicated three families during the

Living Successfully
(Sermon Series)
Dinner With the Pastor
Leadership Rally

Parent/Child Dedication.

Mops & MOMSnext
(Women’s Event)
Sufficient Grace
(Women’s Ministry)
Men’s Underground
(Men’s Ministry)
Regular Business Meeting
Understanding Baptism Class
The Gathering Service
Financial Class

Leadership Rally

Leadership Rally

Leadership Rally
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
PRESCHOOL (In The Cove)

K to 3RD GRADERS (In The Dock)

We understand how special children are and that
parents want to know that their young children are
well cared for while they are in worship. For that
reason, we offer several safeguards to keep our
children safe.

During the 9:10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services
children will have dedicated space located on the
level below the Worship Center. We offer the same
quality teaching both hours for K-3rd children.
You can pick which hour to attend and then have
your kids worship with their family during the
worship service.

We have cameras that monitor the comings and
goings in the hallways throughout the morning.
Our preschool hallway doors are locked while
services take place.
Nametags are provided for children and a
corresponding tag is given to parents to identify
themselves when picking up their child.

*Just check with the folks at the Welcome Desk
by the front door and they will get you to the
right place*

All volunteers have passed background checks.
If needed, allergy alert bands are provided for
children with allergies.
Our infants, crawlers, and those in preschool
may attend class during both the 9:10 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. services. The children are grouped by age
according to their birthday. Preschoolers ages 2 and
older experience fun activities, crafts, and music all
related to the Bible lesson in addition to snack and
outside play on our playground.

“It’s truly a loving, safe place for
kids to meet and grow together
in Christ.” ~ PS

bit.ly/FB-Preschool-Children

GOD NEVER INTENDED FOR YOU TO DO IT ALONE
HE INTENDED FOR YOU TO PASS IT ON.
These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind
them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6:6-9

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
CHILDCARE (In Room 123)
PRESCHOOL: 6:00 p.m. (In Room 123)

EVENTS

• Trunk or Treat • VBS
• Family Nights • Egg Hunt

Childcare is offered for children younger than
2 years old beginning at 6:00 p.m. in room 123.

FIRST KIDS CHOIR
PRESCHOOL: 6:00 p.m. (Cove)
Preschool choir is offered for the Two and
Three-Year Olds in Room 124, and for the
Four-Year Olds and 5K in room 115.

1st to 3RD : 6:00 p.m. (DOCK)
Our kids choir (grades 1st - 5th) meets in The Dock.

“My kids enjoy the relationships they
have made and really look forward
to coming. “ ~ GB
FIRST KIDS ON THE GO
PRESCHOOL & K: 6:45 p.m. (The Cove)
At 6:45 p.m., preschoolers and kindergartners
transition from Choir to Mission Friends until 7:30 p.m.
Mission Friends teaches the love of God for others and
begins to develop a servant’s heart in our kids.

1st to 3rd: 6:45 p.m. (The DOCK)
At 6:30 p.m., 1st-3rd graders divide (girls and boys) for
their mission organizations (RA’s and GA’s)....students
learn about serving others and developing life skills.

For More Info Visit

“The relationships that are
made span all age groups and
are great role-models for living
a faith-based life!” ~ SS

fbcrh.us/first-kids.

FEBRUARY 2018

Our Ultimate Destination
The first time Monieca and I visited the Grand Canyon in Arizona we were blown away.
To say the canyon is massive is an understatement. Neither words, nor photographs do
it justice. It was breathtaking. We’ve been there twice now and would return again if
given the opportunity.

While the Grand Canyon was our ultimate destination, as well as the site we were most looking forward to seeing, it was
not where our journey began. We started in Tucson, located in the desert of southern Arizona. We spent nearly two
weeks in the state, slowly making our way north to the canyon. At each stop in our journey there were things to see
and do. Yet, we always knew that our trip would end at the majestic canyon. We enjoyed the whole journey.
Our church family has been on a journey for some years now and we are getting closer to the ultimate destination.
We purchased our Dave Lyle property in 1996 and opened Phase 1 (our Worship Center and Sunday School space)
in 2004. Phase 2 was opened in 2007. The property and campus facilities are an investment of more than $17 million.
Our goal is to finish paying the debt, and we are getting closer to that day.
Our debt has been reduced by $2 million the past three years because of the generous giving of our Family of Faith
to our “Six In 6” Capital Campaign. Today, our debt is approximately $4.2 million. The current campaign ends this
month and the next step in our journey is “Six In 6 – Part 2”.
Meanwhile, I know you’ll be excited to know that:
• Every dollar given to our capital campaign goes against principal.
• When this current campaign concludes at the end of February, we anticipate total giving to
be very close to 100% of pledges.
• The $180,000 in our annual church budget pays all the interest, plus some principal.
• Of the $46,219 required monthly payment, approximately $33,000 of it goes to principal.
• After the February payment, we will have made additional payments against principal totaling
$821,506 the last three years.
• Our low interest rate of 3.49% is good until January 2020, making it very important
we continue aggressively paying down the remaining debt these next two years.
Our ultimate destination is to finish paying the debt. That will be a great day. As we keep moving
toward that day, we are going to enjoy the journey. We are going to faithfully serve Jesus and make
His love known in our community and to our neighbors. God is going to grant us some
great blessings in 2018 and I look forward to all of it.

Thank you for being on this journey with us.
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• February 25 was Commitment Sunday for our Six-in-6 Part 2

capital campaign. Many brought their Commitment Cards and placed
them in the Chest of Joash during both services.

NOTABLE EVENTS:
MOPS & MOMSnext
(Women’s Event)
Sufficient Grace
(Women’s Ministry)
Men’s Underground
(Men’s Ministry)
Senior Adult Luncheon
(Matt Tollison)
Parents’ Night Out
First Connect
Six-In-6 Pt. 2 Kickoff
(Capital Campaign)
Super Sunday
(Youth Event)
Outreach Blitz
Coffee with the Pastor
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MARCH 2018

Rochester, New York
March 20, 2018 - March 26, 2018

Heading to the Northeast in March can be quite
the adventure. As our mission team prepared to head
to Rochester to work with our church plant partners,
Elliott and Heather Sneed, at Discovery Church, we were
keeping an eye on a forecast that called for snow and
cold temperatures. Fortunately, the snow didn't keep
the team from arriving safely and spending a great week
working side-by-side with Discovery Church. The team's
main mission focus was a children's event on Saturday
morning at their new building. On Thursday and Friday,
the team spent time in the neighborhood around the
church handing out fliers and inviting people to
the event. On Friday night, the team helped set up for
the event which included crafts, games, face painting,
balloon animals, and an indoor Easter egg hunt in a
balloon pit.
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Mission Trip

As Saturday morning approached, there was excitement
and anticipation all around. Even before the event's
start time arrived, children and their moms and dad's
began showing up. When it was over, almost 80 children
and their families had come to the event. One lady
who came with her daughter had gotten a flier and was
excited about the indoor egg hunt. Another family from
the neighborhood who had received a flier said it was
their first time at a Discovery Church event. As the team
finished up and headed out of Rochester, team member
Sandy Wilson summed up everyone's feelings when
she said, "It’s been a fun-filled time at Discovery Church
with lots of beautiful faces, fun, and laughter! We have
met so many nice folks! There was so much excitement
for the children and for us big kids! We have been
blessed beyond measure!"

• On Palm Sunday, special

guest artist Jared Emerson
shared his gift of painting.

• Our services on

Jared Emerson

Palm Sunday were capped
off by having 14 new
families join our church
(32 total individuals).

• For our annual Egg Hunt we

were blessed to have over
2,000 people in attendance,
20,000 eggs for the children
to hunt, and over 4,000
pancakes made.

NOTABLE EVENTS:

Business Luncheon
(A Good Marriage is Good for Your Kids )

New Members

Mops & MOMSnext
(Women’s Event)
Sufficient Grace
(Women’s Ministry)
Men’s Underground
(Men’s Ministry)
Senior Adult Luncheon
(Tan Barber)
B45 Game Night
(Preteen Event)
Join the Church Sunday
Lord’s Supper
The Gathering Service

Egg Hunt

Palm Sunday
(Jared Emerson)
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APRIL 2018

Shelly E. Johnson

What an amazing Easter Sunday with worship by our special
musical guest Shelly E. Johnson and a powerful message by
Pastor Steve Hogg.
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Middle School Mission Trip

NOTABLE EVENTS:
Easter Service
(Shelly E. Johnson)

Together Conference
(Women’s Event)
Middle School Mission Trip
(Youth Event)
Men’s Underground
(Men’s Event)
MOPS & MOMSnext
(Women’s Event)

• 22 Middle School students and leaders traveled to Spartanburg, SC
for a mission trip.

• Over 125 Women attended our annual Together Conference for a
Priscilla Shirer simulcast.

Sufficient Grace
(Women’s Ministry)
Understanding Baptism Classes
York Baptist Association Spring Rally
(Senior Adult Event)
Everything Trucks
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GROUPS
SUMMIT (Formerly Underground)
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in “The APEX”
(Meets Monthly on Thursdays)

Join us for great food and a great time discussing
how to begin transforming ourselves into the
person God created us to be. (Free Event)

BASIC (SUNDAY SCHOOL)

9:10 a.m. in Rm 321 (Meets Sunday Mornings)
Guys, join Bill Williams, and other great leaders,
in studying the Bible together with other men.

WARRIOR’S DEN

6:30 p.m. in Rm 316 (Meets During Equipping U)
Class led by Micheal Matthews

OUTREACH
Design, Plan, and Coordinate events to engage lost
men as well as develop relationships with fellow
believers. Clearly design the purpose/mission for
each event as well as how we get there. We would
like to have one Outreach Event per Quarter.

We are committed to a purpose...to help make disciples who make
other disciples! In order to do so, we need committed men who will
help us connect with, invest in, and make disciples of other men.

LEADERSHIP
FOUR LEADERSHIP TEAMS
1.) Connection Team

Actively engaging new members (men) via a personal
phone call welcoming them. Invite to Summit. Answer
questions about the church or Sunday School Classes.
Connect with non-active members. Uncover their Why?
Be an encouragement. Let them know we care.
Invite to Summit. Be a part of the Greeting Team
(Sunday Mornings – before both services).
Engage members as well as visitors.

2.) Missions Team

Strategically coordinate both local & long distance mission
projects. Local Projects like Servolution – painting a local
house (Need of 30 to 40 men). Partnering with the city to
feed the homeless. Building projects with Habitat
for Humanity. Long Distance Projects like Mission Trip to
serve in Birmingham, England or to Louisiana for rebuilding
a church or helping a partner church in completing a
community project. Coordinating efforts to serve locally
when needed by Church Members, Shut-ins,
Community needs, etc.

3.) Outreach Event Team

Design, Plan, and Coordinate events to engage lost men as
well as develop relationships with fellow believers. Events
like Wild Game Dinner, Camping & Hiking Trip, Top Shot
Competition at Rocky Creek, Fishing Rodeo & Cookout,
Paintball, and a Father & Son Dinner. Clearly design the
purpose/mission for each event as well as how we get there.
We would like to have one Outreach Event per Quarter.

4.) D.I.G Team

This team will be made of men who are D.I.G. Alumni that
have a passion and want to help preserve the experience
they had on their retreat. Coordinate the locations, dates,
logistics, participant invites, etc. for each retreat.
Arrange Alumni events –”No Man Left Behind”.
Establish Prayer Partners for each attendee along with
additional assigned items. We are targeting two retreats
for the Fall and two for the Spring.

Want More Info?

Visit fbcrockhill.org/mens

Contact Info:

MAY 2018

In April, our Men’s Ministry hosted a golf tournament in
order to raise funds to assist with projects they would like
to accomplish over the next year.
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2-3 Year Old Choir

4 Year Old & 5K Choir

1st - 5th Grade Choir

FBC J.O.Y. Choir

• Over 300 people attended the Police Memorial Luncheon.
• On Sunday, May 20, we celebrated our high school seniors.

Job well done graduates. A huge thank you to the parents,
grandparents, Sunday School teachers, and others who prayed
and trained them these last 18 years.

• On Wednesday, May 23, lots of parents, grandparents,

family members, and friends came out to enjoy JOY Choir
and Children’s Choir Celebration.

• On Thursday, May 24, the 2018 Sunbeams 4K classes graduated!
We also had so much fun celebrating a great year for the Beginners, 2s, and 3s.

NOTABLE EVENTS:
Graduate Recognition
(High School Students)

Police Memorial Luncheon
(Community Event)
Sunbeams Graduation & Celebration
First Connect
Golf Tournament
(Hosted by Men’s Ministry)
Sufficient Grace
(Women’s Event)
Men’s Underground
(Men’s Event)
MOPS & MOMSnext
(Women’s Event)
Senior Adult Luncheon
(Ron & Marilyn Leonard)
The Gathering Service
Prayer Event

Beginners, 2’s, & 3’s

4K Graduates

Church Picnic
Business Meeting
Mother’s Day Service
JOY & Children’s Choirs Celebration
Steve Hogg One Week Bible Study

High School Graduates
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JUNE 2018

VBS 2018
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• VBS 2018 was so much fun and one of the best

years ever. Walking down the halls we had some great
discussions with families…“Our kids couldn’t wait to
come back tonight / We are loving the Parent Café /
Thanks so much for making us feel safe and welcome!”
What a great VBS week!

• SummerSalt 2018 was a blast. Our students learned so

much and had a lot of fun at the same time. Thank you
for your faithful giving which allows us to provide
opportunities like these for our students to experience God.

• A great time was had at the Men’s Corps Corn Hole

Conversations event. Thirty men enjoyed some good
food and fellowship.

NOTABLE EVENTS:
Business Luncheon
(Kindness)
Shipwrecked
(VBS 2018)
SummerSalt
(Youth Summer Camp)

Give Kids the World, Florida
(High School Mission Trip)
Rock Hill HS Baccalaureate
(Community Event)
Father’s Day Service
Dinner with the Pastor
Dick Lincoln
(Guest Speaker)
JAARS Tour
(Senior Adult Trip)
Corn Hole Conversations
(Men’s Event)
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JULY 2018
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• Our Birmingham UK Mission

MUSIC CAMP

Team spent 5 days serving in the
Oikos Cafe alongside missionaries
Kenny and Kristy Dubnick and
Oikos Church members.

• We had over 89 children in

attendance from all over Rock Hill
for our annual Music Camp.

• We took our 3rd-5th graders

to KidSalt. We had 27 attend
this year. The kids learned about
being fearless in their faith!

• We had 55 children participating
in our Sunbeams Camp from
ages 2-5.

NOTABLE EVENTS:

Celebration of Freedom
Music Camp
(Children’s Ministry)

SUNBEAMS CAMP

Sunbeams Camp
(Children’s Ministry)
Kidsalt
(Children’s Summer Camp)
RA Camp
(Royal Ambassadors Camp)
Alaska
(Mission Trip)
Birmingham, England
(Mission Trip)
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Sunday Mornings
On Sunday mornings we have a Bible Study time for
every age group. We make sure that every lesson has
strong Biblical content. The students will then go to a
time of worship and preaching in the Worship Center.

Option 1

9:10 a.m. : MS and HS Sunday school in The Rock
10:30 a.m. : Worship Service in the Worship Center

Option 2

9:10 a.m. : Worship Service in the Worship Center
10:30 a.m. : MS and HS Sunday School in The Rock

Sunday Evenings
(August - May)

Please check the Messenger & Facebook for Summer Dates

Wednesday Nights
(August - May)

Please check the Messenger & Facebook for Summer Dates

Small Groups / Discipleship Groups
Wednesday Nights 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Small groups meet every Wednesday to discuss the Word
of God and how it affects your everyday life. In this setting,
you’ll find genuine people to hold you accountable, pray
for you, and care about you.
The groups vary from high school girls to middle school boys.
They are divided by age and gender. We want these small
groups to remain small in order to focus on accountability,
confidentiality, and strong relationships are useful. We want
these students to feel accepted and comfortable discussing
struggles and difficulties in their lives. We also want the s
tudents and the SG leaders to build lasting relationships.

SEBO Student Worship Service
Middle School in The Rock (5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.)
High School at the Home’s of Leaders (5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.)

Trips, Retreats,
& Special Events

What is SEBO?

The Student Ministry throughout the year participates in many
trips and retreats that are geared toward growing students in

SEBO is the students opportunity to experience a worship
service that is geared toward them specifically. There is
meaningful worship and teaching straight from God’s Word.
There is also built-in time for students to hang out and get
to know one another. It is Full-Contact Worship!

their faith such as:
• SummerSalt Camp
• International Mission Trips
• Middle School Mission Trip • Fall Retreat
• High School Mission Trip
• Various Outreach Events

For More Info Visit fbcrh.us/FBC-SM.
bit.ly/fbc-youthfb
#fbcrhyouth
Contact Info:

WHAT ARE WE ALL ABOUT AT THE ROCK STUDENT MINISTRY?
FOR SUPER SPIRITUAL NERDS:

“Our goal is spiritual formation in Christ, which is the process by which one moves and is moved from self-worship
and self-adulation, to Christ-centered self-denial as a general condition of life in God’s present and eternal kingdom.”

FOR PLAIN FOLKS:

“We want to know Christ and to make Him known.”

LET ME BREAK THAT DOWN:

“I believe that God has given His people some very clear instructions, which apply to people of all ages.”
These instructions are found in Matthew 28:18-20 where He instructs us to “go and make disciples”:

AUGUST 2018
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On Saturday, August 11
over 50 men attended
the Men’s Corps Skeet
Shooting event.

• 87 students and adults attended Rock The House to

become recharged and ready to begin a new school year
with strength in the Lord. Rock the House is a gathering
of middle and high school students to prepare them to
win their campuses for Christ.

NOTABLE EVENTS:
Rock The House
(Youth Event)

Equipping U Kick-Off
Senior Adult Luncheon
(Lumber River Gospel Singers)
Caregivers Support Group
Understanding Baptism Classes
Skeet Shooting Event
(Men’s Ministry)
Middle School Girls Swimming Party
(Youth Event)
High School Girls Swimming Party
(Youth Event)
B45 Kickoff Family Cookout
(Preteen Event)
Leadership Rally
Real I.D. Sermon Series
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SEPTEMBER 2018
Rolling in Rock Hill
Rolling in Rock Hill was much more
than a one-day painting event. Over
the course of three weeks, we had
a team of 133 people involved in
reaching out to a community on
Walnut Street. We had a team of 16
people prep the house by pressure
washing, scraping paint, replacing
wood and more. On Saturday,
September 29, 46 people gathered
to paint two houses, helping the
homeowner (Ms. B) keep her house
in good repair. Beyond Ms. B,
we had a team of 52 people praying
for the Walnut Street community by
name. The prayer team also prayed
for the city officials who planned
Rolling in Rock Hill. We also had two
prayer walking teams in the Walnut
Street community. On paint day,
we had 13 people delivering 72
goodie bags to the neighborhood.
There were a number of
opportunities to have gospel
conversations and presentations
and more than a few prayers with
neighbors. Ms. B was overwhelmed
by the outpouring of love for her and
her neighbors. Thanks to everyone
who prayed, donated, walked,
washed, prepped, painted and more.
It was an incredible opportunity to
show the love of Christ to the city of
Rock Hill.
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• On Monday, September 27th, we gathered for our annual

Deacon Ordination Service and ordained three men.
All of the ordained deacons and pastors, along with
their wives, spent time praying with each man and his wife.
It was a moving time as we lifted up these new deacons.

• On September 11, 2018 there were 41 ladies that attended
Men’s Corps Summit Kickoff

our opening session of Tuesday Morning Bible Study.
Our first study of the Fall was, “Magnificent Obsession”
by Anne Graham Lotz.

• The Men’s Corps held their first Summit (formerly known as

the Men’s Underground) of the year on Thursday, September 20.
The guys had a great time socializing with each other while
eating wings cooked by our own Phillip Stevens and crew.

NOTABLE EVENTS:

REFRESH
(Special Worship Service)
Youth Waterslide
Lord’s Supper
Youth SEBO Kickoff
Men’s Summit Kickoff
(Men’s Events)
Caregivers Support Group

Deacon Ordination Service

Tuesday Bible Study Kickoff
(Women’s Event)
Stepp’s Apple Orchard
(Senior Adult Trip)
Business Luncheon
(Wisdom for Living & Leading)
First Connect
Business Meeting

Greg Shaw

Tony Harp

Brad Futrelle

Deacon Ordination Service
Senior Adult Rally
(Senior Adult Event)
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OCTOBER 2018

On October 31, 2018 over 2000 guests were on our campus for our annual
Trunk or Treat event. The guests were very thankful for such
a fun and safe event for their children. We were able to share God’s love in
a very hands-on and tangible way.
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NOTABLE EVENTS:
Trunk or Treat
(Community Event)

Parent/Child Dedication
Senior Adult Luncheon
(Joyce Wagster)
Look Up Lodge
(Youth’s Fall Retreat)

• 40 students and adults went on the Youth Fall Retreat to Look Up Lodge
• Our Youth handed out 400 “Life Books” at our annual Trunk or Treat event.
• $29,707.00 was given in our “Chest of Joash” offering

and used to make an additional a payment against our
mortgage principal.

• 5 families participated in Parent/Child Dedication.

Fright Night
(Youth’s Event)
Chest of Joash
(Six In 6 Fund)
Men’s Corps Summit
(Men’s Event)
Caregivers Support Group
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OUR CHURCH

It is December 31, 2021, and First Baptist Church is a
vibrant, growing church with members from every
generation who are actively engaging the lost in their
families, our community and beyond. Baptisms and
Sunday School attendance are at record highs and
we are becoming more diverse ethnically and racially.
Disciples of all ages are growing in Christ, excited about
worship, serving in the church, and the community,
praying for the spiritual and physical needs of others,
and generously supporting the ministry with their tithes.
We have strong families with husbands and wives who
love each other as Christ loved the church and parents
who disciple their children. Our church provides the
best ministry possible for every generation and also
encourages families to worship, serve, learn, and play
together. We demonstrate our love for the lost and saved
by treating them at all times in keeping with the fruit of
the Spirit and love as defined in I Corinthians 13.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

We have a list of Kingdom and community partners we
support with money and volunteers for the purpose of
changing lives now and for eternity. We strategically
host community events and participate in other
community activities off campus to engage with the
people of our city. We have 100 members who regularly
volunteer with one of our partners and we have 400
members who participate in at least one service project
each year.

EVANGELISM

Because the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only hope of
eternal life, we help each member of our church to be
competent and confident to share their salvation story
with the lost. We regularly provide our members with
exciting and meaningful opportunities to invite their
friends and acquaintances. Our guests feel welcome
because we treat them with respect and serve them by
having a first class welcome and assimilation ministry.
We train our ministry leaders and those who serve on
mission trips, in VBS, camps, and other large group
activities to share the gospel.

NEW CHURCHES

We are advancing the Kingdom of God on earth beyond
our local community by supporting three church
plants with our money, prayers, and volunteers. We
have relaunched one church and had 100 members
participate in a mission trip or project to support these
new churches.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our Sunday School classes connect believers in
meaningful relationships where they support one
another, pray for each other, and stay in touch with each
other. We know our classes are healthy because 1) each
class is growing, 2) each class in our adult and youth
divisions have at least one person come to faith in Christ
and baptized each year, and 3) we have started 15 new
adult classes in the past three years. Our Sunday School
leaders and class members understand their roles and
how they contribute to the overall health and growth of
the church.

WORSHIP

Our worship honors Jesus, is grounded in His word, and
touches hearts. The music and preaching demonstrate
consistent quality, preparation, and commitment to
reaching those we target in each service. Our 9:10 a.m.
service targets those in the baby boomer and builder
generations who prefer a choir and hymns. Our 10:30
a.m. service targets those in gen x and millennial
generations who prefer modern music and bands with a
lead singer. We use the best talent in our congregation
to accomplish this. People are excited about worship,
arrive early, and fill the front seats first.

FAMILY MINISTRY

Because strong families positively impact our community,
church, and the kingdom of God; we value the home as
a place of evangelism and discipleship. We consistently
provide opportunities and processes for marriage
enrichment and growth in relationship intelligence.
We provide resources and training to help parents
disciple their children, while also being a good partner by
maintaining quality ministries and programs for every age
group at the church. We provide opportunities for parents
and children to serve, worship, learn, and play together. We
encourage dads who are faithful followers of Jesus to assist
with their children’s baptism.

PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Each age level ministry is a place where children are
safe and parents are confident their children are being
nurtured in the faith. Using age appropriate methods
and materials, each age group is learning the Gospel and
essential Bible stories, truths, and principles. Children
are excited to attend and regularly invite their friends.
We regularly see elementary children and youth come to
faith in Christ and be baptized. Teenagers are confronted
with the Gospel and the claims of Jesus’ Lordship in their
life. We prepare older children and youth for the college
years and beyond.

GROWING DISCIPLES

We have a defined path for new believers and new
members to facilitate their connection with other
believers and their spiritual growth. We track their
participation on this path and communicate with
them as needed to help them move forward. We have
identified spiritual disciplines and behaviors that both
facilitate and indicate growth as a disciple. We provide
Biblical and practical training to help members develop
and practice these disciplines and behaviors. The
outcome is that members are able to spiritually feed
themselves as mature disciples.

PASTORAL STAFF

Each member of our Pastoral Staff is fulfilling God’s
call on their life as a New Testament Minister of the
Gospel. We regularly share the Gospel with people in
the community and help new disciples grow spiritually.
Our spiritual and professional growth is evident in
the church body. We lead out in our areas of ministry
responsibility with a passion for evangelism, baptism,
and connecting people to a Sunday School class. We
make connections weekly with church members who are
not part of our specific ministry for the purpose of prayer
and encouragement.

FINANCIAL

We have paid the debt associated with our relocation,
our ministries are generously funded, our members
understand Biblical stewardship, our donor base is
growing, and our budget is at a record high.

OUR NUMBERS

Sunday School attendance is at a record high with an
average weekly attendance of 900. Each age division
and class is growing. Baptisms are at a record high with
200 people baptized the last three years. Each adult
and youth Sunday School class is seeing one person
come to faith in Christ and be baptized each year. An
additional 300 people have joined First Baptist by letter
or statement in the past three years. Worship attendance
now exceeds 1,000. Giving is at a record high with our
budget being $3 million and our World Mission Offering
is $150,000.

