ANNUAL REPORT

2019

Why does First Baptist Church exist
and what does God want us to do?
We Exist to...

“Why” we do what we do is clear.
We love Jesus and want to make a difference in people’s lives.
We do this by helping people have a relationship with
Jesus Christ that impacts their life both now and for eternity.
This is their greatest need. It is also our purpose and mission
as followers of Christ.

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,
“A picture is worth a thousand words” is an adage that was developed 100 years ago in
American advertising. It’s been used to sell merchandise and persuade popular opinion…and it works.
I like paintings and photographs that tell a story and touch my heart. In my office are paintings that remind me
of my grandfather and my spiritual roots, as well as photographs that remind me of my wedding day and family.
When I look at them, I remember and celebrate. I also renew my commitment to the people and things that
matter most.
My prayer and hope is that you will remember and celebrate as you look at the pictures in this annual report.
It highlights some of the blessings of God this past year, as well as the people in our Family of Faith who serve
and worship Jesus.
Look carefully at each page and each photograph – and, yes, read the words too.
Give God thanks for His blessings on our church. Thank Him for the people you see and the ministry that was
done the past 12 months. Celebrate the changed lives.
Also know that your prayers and generous giving help make all this ministry possible. When you give,
you are supporting everything you see in these pictures. Now that is worth celebrating.
I also pray you will be encouraged to be faithful in your praying and giving in days ahead. There is much
God desires to do among us and through us. In the weeks to come, you will hear about a new church
planting partnership, an exciting partnership with our local school district that will help parents protect their
children from many of the risks associated with social media, a church wide discipleship and spiritual growth
initiative, and much more.
Next year’s annual report will have new photographs and tell about new blessings…but let’s not get ahead
of ourselves. Let’s take a few minutes to look at this year’s pictures. They tell a story and it’s a really
good story. Enjoy reading and looking!

Sincerely,

Pastor Steve Hogg

Steve & Monieca Hogg

with their grandchildren

WINTER HIGHLIGHTS
TEXAS MISSION TEAM
For six days in October and November, a team of
six from FBC served alongside Church Planters,
Andy and Sarah Stewart, Taproot Church,
and local ministries in San Antonio. While on the
trip, the team prayer-walked the University of
Texas-San Antonio campus. They also met with
Taproot students’ small groups, served meals
at a homeless shelter, and worked alongside
the Salvation Army building a neighborhood
playground. The week was a mix of physical labor,
spiritual conversations, time spent on an urban
homeless and transitional shelter, and on
a suburban college campus.
It was a week that encouraged our team
to see God moving among college students.
The week before we arrived, a Taproot student led
her roommate to Christ while they were on their
way to worship on Sunday. It was also a week
where our team (and by extension, First Baptist
Church) was able to be a blessing to Andy and
Sarah, their team, and the students of Taproot Church.

MISSION TEAM

ANDY & SARAH STEWART

Andy and Sarah are a part of a team which is
planting a church in San Antonio with a focus
on reaching college students on the campus of
University of Texas-San Antonio. They joined two
other couples from Fellowship Church in College
Station, TX to plant the new church in San Antonio.
The team has been meeting in small groups on
campus for about a year. This year, they will
begin outreach groups for young professionals
in their community.

ANDY & SARAH STEWART
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WINTER 2018/2019

SERVING DINNER

PLAYGROUND

PLAYGROUND
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WINTER HIGHLIGHTS
SHELLEY HAMILTON’S 40TH YEAR OF SERVING
In November 2018, we recognized Shelley during a Sunday
morning service for serving as a pianist at our church for 40 Years.
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WINTER 2018/2019

JINGLE JAM
FAMILY EVENT

PARENT/CHILD DEDICATION
JANUARY 2019
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WINTER HIGHLIGHTS
SUNBEAMS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
We had a full house for our Sunbeams Christmas
in Bethlehem program. The parents and
grandparents were as excited as their kids
are on Christmas morning!
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WINTER 2018/2019
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WINTER HIGHLIGHTS
HYMNS & HUMOR CONCERT
In December 2018, we had a great night of
music and laughter at “Hymns and Humor”.
Babbie Mason and Scott Davis put on
quite a show that was fun and worshipful.

Scott Davis

Babbie Mason
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WINTER 2018/2019

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
In December 2018, we decided to have two
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services instead of
just one. Both services were a huge hit.
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WINTER HIGHLIGHTS
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WINTER 2018/2019
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PRAYER BREAKFAST
In January 2018, we were honored to host the
18th Annual MLK Jr. Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
with more than 600 people in attendance.
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WINTER HIGHLIGHTS
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
On Friday, February 15, our
First Kids ministry had a blast hosting
Parents’ Night Out for infants-5th grade.
We know how important it is for moms
and dads to have time to reconnect
and enjoy a few hours alone, and thanks
to our FBC volunteers, we were able
to provide that time for our families.
Around 80 children enjoyed pizza,
games, crafts, and even a magic show!
A HUGE thank you to our 32 FBC
volunteers of all ages who helped
make this possible. We are truly a
“Family of Faith”!
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WINTER 2018/2019
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SPRING HIGHLIGHTS

Mike Wade
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Deb Wade

SPRING 2019

Steve Polk

MARRIAGE QUEST CONFERENCE
Over 200 people attended our marriage conference in March. Our speakers, Mike and Deb Wade,
brought almost 40 years of marriage, family, friendships, and work dynamics to their presentations.
Many marriages are going to be stronger because of our “Marriage Quest Conference” weekend.
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SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
WHEELCHAIR RAMP BUILD
On March 16, a group of 14 men from First Baptist
took the day to build a wheelchair ramp for a
member of the church who needed help getting
in and out of his house. A big thanks to Chuck
Hood and Tim Gillette for leading the team and to
Chris Railey for securing permits and supplies
for the team.
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SPRING 2019
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

In 2019, First Baptist partnered with Habitat for
Humanity on a Faith Build. As a part of the build,
First Baptist helped fund the house and,
on March 23, sent a team to the worksite.
The team of 11 people, led by Chris McConville,
helped the Habitat staff build and complete
storage sheds at two Habitat sites. In the weeks
that followed, FBC had a chance to participate in
both the blessing and the dedication of the house
on the Faith Build site.
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SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
JOY & CHILDREN’S CHOIRS
In May, we had a great night worshipping with all
ages in our congregation, from 2 years old and up.
The JOY Choir and Children’s Choirs did a fantastic
job lifting high the name of Jesus during their
end of the year concert.
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SPRING 2019

SUNBEAMS CELEBRATIONS
On May 23, our 4K Sunbeams Day School students
graduated. It was a day of both tears and joy!
So many teachers and parents supported these
amazing children throughout the school year!
Also, on the same day, our 3K-2K-Beginners had their
end-of- year program! Lots of families came out and
enjoyed watching the little ones perform!
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SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE & PICNIC
What a great day as we celebrated Memorial
Day as a church family. Also, hundreds of names
were laid at the foot of a cross that morning
of people our members committed to pray for
throughout the year.
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SPRING 2019
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP
Our middle school students spent
several days at the JAARS Center in
Waxhaw, NC. Our students not only
experienced important team building,
they also learned about the foundational
mission work of language development
and Bible translation—work that
makes church planting, evangelism,
and discipleship possible.
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM
We had a full house for our annual
Celebration of Freedom Service. It is always
moving to see our military men and women
stand and be recognized.
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SUMMER 2019
PARENT/CHILD DEDICATION
On Sunday, May 19, we dedicated five families
to the Lord during the 10:30 a.m. Service.

West Family

“And all thy
children shall
be taught of the
Lord; and great
shall be the peace
of thy children.”

Beseke Family

White Family

Ashe Family

Isaiah 54:13

Frost Family
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
VBS 2019 : POWER UP
One of the great things that stood out about
VBS this year was the response we had from
parents who picked up where VBS left off.
A few parents shared how they talked to their kids
about having a relationship with Jesus after a week
of Jesus-centered studies and an awesome presentation by Dr. Dan Bellamy. Those parents now have
a platform and opportunity to talk with their kids
about what it means to follow Jesus
and what He did for them on the cross.
Parents enjoyed sharing their own stories
with their kids. They began to walk their
children through salvation books,
asked questions, and guided them to this
all-important decision. Discipleship in
the Home - You’ve got to love that!
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SUMMER 2019
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
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SUMMER 2019

SUMMERSALT : YOUTH EVENT
SummerSalt 2019 was a blast. We had 40 students and
chaperones who attended this year. Our students learned
so much and had a lot of fun at the same time.
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP : QUOTES FROM OUR TEAM
“One thing that I have enjoyed about our time in
Puerto Rico has been the opportunity we’ve had
to demonstrate Christ to those around us through
our attitudes and work ethic. While the work is
hard and the days are hot, we are in a unique
position to encourage both the Puerto Ricans
and the Americans we are working alongside of.
We are showing Christ’s love through our dedication
to this hard work, and in turn, are getting to build
relationships and have important conversations
with those sharing the work with us.”

“My trip so far in Puerto Rico is eye-opening. It’s
really nice here and we have the luxury of staying in
a nice place that’s kind of in the middle of nowhere.
It’s very nice how they’ve been more than willing to
open their arms to let us help when we’re just a big
group of strangers. It’s been fun and the bonding
with the locals and the people we’re staying with
is great. “

“Ecc. 4:4. The verse states that all toil is meaningless
and without purpose, and work we do in Puerto
Rico is no exception. If all we do is physical labor,
demolishing a house, then we have accomplished
nothing. 100 years from now it wouldn’t matter.
What does matter is the real reason we’re here,
ministering to the lost. The construction is just a
means to spread the gospel here, and that’s what
matters, because salvation lasts far longer than the
house we’ll help build.”
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“The most fun and tiring thing that I’ve done
this week has been helping remove the concrete
foundation from the front porch of the house that
we are tearing down. The house will be rebuilt by
other teams in future weeks. While it is fun to tear
down the house, I think it serves as a good reminder
that sometimes God has to tear things down before
He makes them even better in the end.”

It has been an inspiring experience to witness
our young students and young adults as they
work and share their thoughts each evening from
the devotions that they have written. I am always
proud of them and it is always good to hear other
leaders and staff at the places we visit comment
on how good they work and interact with them!
Yesterday, I was able to share our Bible verse
Romans 6:23 with our homeowner Raphael who
was sad and having chest pains as he watched
us tear down his home that he had lived in for
30 years. I assured him that Jesus had sent us
here because he loves him. Raphael is a Christian
per my interpreter. I told him that even though
this is a sad time, there will be joy when his new
home is built. We prayed for Jesus to decrease
his anxiety, give him peace, and let him feel the
love of those around him. I assured him that even
though we are only here for one week, that we
would see him again in heaven one day if he has
Jesus in his heart!

SUMMER 2019
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
MUSIC CAMP
We had 89 children attend our
2019 Music Camp. They learned
that faith in Jesus & His Word
overcomes fear. We finished the
week with the performance of
“O Chicken of Little Faith”.
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SUMMER 2019
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
SUBEAMS CAMP
We had 55 children participating in our
Sunbeams Camp for ages 2-5. All the kids
and volunteers had a blast
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SUMMER 2019
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
BIRMINGHAM, UK MISSION TRIP
The Birmingham team spent two weeks in the
UK working with IMB missionaries in the towns of
Erdington and Dudley. The first week was spent
working with Oikos Church and Café in Erdington for the
fourth year. During the week they worked in the café,
they did children’s crafts, went door to door to get the word
out about the Friday event, helped with a community event
on Friday night, and did a kids’ event on Saturday where
they spoke to around 100 kids and their parents.
During the week they spent time with IMB Missionaries,
the Dubnicks, encouraging and loving them. One of the
highlights of the first week was getting together with a
Gospel Community group on Wednesday so that
we could get to know members of Oikos Church.
During the second week, the team worked with Castlegate
Church in Dudley. The team set up a prayer tent and
information table on the High Street. The team also did
street evangelism with Castlegate Church during the week.
On Friday and Saturday, they did children’s crafts on the
High Street and in Priory Park. In Dudley,
the team worked with IMB missionary Stan Littleford. His
wife (Gaye) was getting training for counseling
so she was not with them. They also got together on
Wednesday night with the Castlegate Church and
had a time of fellowship.
Team leader, Ed Humphrey said, “This trip was a
great trip. God has used this trip to touch us”.
Most importantly, he also reported, twelve people
prayed to receive Christ while the team was there.
He asked that would pray that they would be able to
commit and grow because most of these people will not
know anyone that knows Christ except for the few people
they met from the Church. One of those who received
Christ was a Muslim, which could mean that the family
kicks them out and they have nowhere to go. Pray God
would work in each and every one of these situations to
bring them into Castlegate or Oikos to grow.
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SUMMER 2019

YORK COUNTY FELLOWSHIP OF
CHRISTIAN ATHLETES

Leane Skroban

Our Church supports Leane Skroban as she works with York County Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA).
June 17-20, she led a Power Camp at Hunter Street Elementary in York leading small groups of
students in daily Bible Study, worship, memorizing Scripture and playing sports. The camp included
forty 3rd and 4th graders being led by five York County High School coaches and their athletes. In addition
to being asked three million times if it was time to get water, two campers prayed to receive Christ.

LEANE SAYS, “Thank you First Baptist for supporting FCA as we equip and encourage our youth
to serve Christ in our community and in our schools! Eternity was changed because you give!”
Pray for Leane, the FCA team in York County and the FCA huddles at each school as they impact schools
around York County with the gospel of Jesus.

CAMP RESULTS!
40 campers
05 sports taught by 05 YCHS coaches and their athletes
02 salvations

PAGE 34

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
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SUMMER 2019

ROCK THE HOUSE 2019
was a blazing success.
Over 100 students and
volunteers attended this year!
Students were challenged to take seriously what
Paul is saying to Timothy when he says;
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an EXAMPLE for the believers in SPEECH, in LIFE, in
LOVE, in FAITH and in PURITY. 1 Timothy 4:12

THE CHALLENGE:
“If we are going to make an impact in this world for Jesus,
we must be transformed into the very thing we are trying
to convince others to become.” They will see our fruit.
They will judge us not by what we say but what we do.
One of David’s Mighty Men ran toward, attacked and killed
a lion. Normal people run from lions but some people are
wired differently. When they see a challenge, problem,
or dangerous adventure they run straight toward it. God
wants to use our students to make a God-sized impact on
their campuses and they just need to trust Him. They need
to see this huge challenge, run straight at it, and watch as
God meets them at the point of impact. The results will be
people who are changed.
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SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
WOMEN’S EVENT
In July, 65 women attended
our women’s ministry event,
“My Story. My Song”. One of our
very own, Terri White shared a story
of infertility, adoption, and having
a baby after both.

Terri White

“My family and I have been attending
First Baptist for a while now and
I am loving getting to know this
family of believers! Thank you, Terri,
for sharing! I know it takes a lot of
courage and I appreciate you being
obedient to
God in sharing yours.
We all have a story and it is constantly
being added to and edited by God.
God is good all the time!”

Angela Robinson

Hearing the sound of applause
when Terri shared about her
“cherry on top” daughter Lottie,
brought tears to my eyes! It was
such a precious night with all of
these beautiful women!
- Riley Johnson
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SUMMER 2019

“This was incredible and I’m so glad that I
got to attend! Even though I already knew
bits and pieces of the story, it was very
moving to hear it first hand from her. Her
family has had a special place in my heart
since we first learned about them when
our first babies were dedicated at the
same time.”
- Jeni-Bruce Teeters

“Loved the event!
Thanks to all the ladies that
organized it. And special
thanks to Terri for sharing
her heart and her story.”
- Ashley Allen Colwell

This event was so precious.
Thank you, Terri, for sharing
your story.
- Jen Starr
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FALL HIGHLIGHTS

PAGE 39

FALL 2019
ROAR SPORTS

As you can see by the recap below, 2019 has been an exciting year for ROAR as we continue to see the
Gospel of Jesus Christ impact the lives of the children of our community through sports.
2019 Summer Camp – we had our largest camp season to date with a total of 1,099 total kids
registering and participating in our summer camp program, with 27 indicating that they gave
their life to Christ for the very first time.
This included the 60+ kids who were provided scholarships from the Catawba Terrace
neighborhood that is right in our back yard. God blessed ROAR with over $11,000 in
donations toward our Catawba Terrace Initiative which helps fund underprivileged kids
to attend camp all summer long.
Our Spring, Fall, & Winter youth sports seasons continue to be a huge success!
We typically have waitlists of over 40 children, but are constrained by
space and volunteer coaches. Those combined to see over 1,000 kids participating
in basketball, soccer, baseball, or volleyball.
Our second year of adult Ultimate Frisbee was a huge success once again!
We had 5 total teams with 63 participants. We’re hoping to continue to grow!
ROAR continued its MLS and USL teams which allow children with disabilities to
participate in our programs with a buddy system model. These teams then get to
play other ROAR teams to help incorporate unity and an overall understanding for
those who are different from us!
One of the great blessings of serving in this ministry is the opportunity to see lives changed by God.
We have numerous examples of transformation, but one in particular is moving as shared below.
It was written by a family who had three children attend camp this summer. The names have been
changed for their privacy.
“We are so grateful for you all. This summer was a big deal, especially for my boys. You showed our sweet
and spicy Ethan so much compassion. I was overwhelmed with how you offered him one-on-one attention
so that he could still be a part of camp. He has loved every minute and has lit up at every pickup as he
announces with his big eyes all wide, “Mama I been a good listener” report! He needed this win; we all
needed this win. Ian has had a blast as well. He has appreciated and absorbed the highly technical
mechanics of how to handle each ball, and if you’ve engaged Ian at all you know how precision and detail
are one of his love languages. But even more importantly, he chose to follow Christ. He came home in all of
his excitement and shouted “Mom, I accepted Christ!”. I literally cried. That cube-gospel-magic-toy you
all showed him was a great way to engage his need for concrete understanding of the abstract. Thank you
for allowing the Spirit to use you all in such a meaningful way in the life of my family. We have already
signed them up for machine pitch and Jr Roar soccer in the Fall. Way to love these kids like the Father.”

That sums up why we do what we do. All glory to God!

Andy Worthington

Director of ROAR Sports
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FALL HIGHLIGHTS
ROLLING IN ROCK HILL
On September 21, FBC partnered with the City of
Rock Hill to paint a house in the downtown area of
Rock Hill. The week before the event, teams prepped
the house by scraping paint, cleaning siding, trimming
bushes and replacing boards. On Paint Day, we had
41 people show up to paint and pray and serve our
neighbors on Walnut Street.
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FALL 2019

PAGE 42

FALL HIGHLIGHTS
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FALL 2019
FREE DENTAL CLINIC
In 2019 we started a partnership with the York
County Free Medical Clinic to provide free dental
care on our campus several times a year to the
underserved and poor of our community.
“Our dental leadership team of York County
Partners in Free Dentistry (YCPFD) consider it both
an honor and tremendous blessing to become one
of the many great ministries First Baptist Church
supports!!! Our journey on a simple mission to
provide free dental care to the underserved and
poor of our community began in 2007 when we
were asked to develop a dental program to serve
as an arm of York County Free Medical Clinic.
Their Board approached us with the idea of
beginning the dental clinic, and we were elated
because you can not separate dental and medical
health of a patient as far as their overall well being.
They work symbiotically. Unfortunately, due to
funding issues in 2018, they were no longer able
to continue the dental program in December
2018. Since we had provided this care to over 750
patients, our leadership team decided to keep
the program going as an independent clinic,
which became YCPFD. We collaborated with the
already strong supportive dental professionals in
York County and raised the funds to keep the
clinic going.”

Dr. Debra Peeples

PAGE 44

FALL HIGHLIGHTS
D-GROUPS

In January twelve men began meeting weekly in
three D-Groups with Pastor Hogg and Rev. Steve
Polk. These pilot groups allowed our pastors to learn
the best practices for D-Groups while also helping
these men grow as disciples. Two groups met early
in the morning at Dunkin Donuts and one group met
during lunch at the food court in the Galleria Mall.
D-Groups – What are they?
A D-Group is a gender-specific closed group of 3 to
5 believers (including the leader) who meet together
weekly for the purpose of accelerated spiritual
transformation. The format of a D-Group is not one
of a teacher-student, but a roundtable discussion.
Groups meet weekly to pray, discuss the assigned
scripture they read that week, practice memory
verses, lovingly keep each other accountable, and
encourage each other. While D-Groups are not
evangelistic in their form or function, the fruit of
being in a group is that members become disciples
who then go on to make disciples. D-Groups meet
for 12 to 18 months, then disband with the goal of
each member enlisting others to be in a D-Group
which they lead. The process is designed to be
easily replicated, enabling each person to become
a disciple who makes disciples who also make
disciples.

D-GROUP TRAINING

On Sunday, October 21 we held a D-Group
training at First Bapitist. The training was a
tremendous success! For the nearly 100 folks
in attendance, thank you for making it a very
special night.
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D-Group

D-Group Training

FALL 2019

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD AWARD

First Baptist has had the privilege of being an
Operation Christmas Child Regional Collection
Center for 15 years! We were honored to be
presented an award for our 15 years of service by
Donna Strickland from Operation Christmas Child.
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FALL HIGHLIGHTS
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FALL 2019
TRUNK OR TREAT
Trunk or Treat was a huge success.
Despite bad weather, we had about 4,000 people
come out! We had wonderful music and lots of candy!
Everyone was patient and appreciative. Our volunteers
were GREAT! Lots of connections were made and
many conversations had about church were had.

“FBC Rock Hill is the best
Faith Family Ever. We moved Trunk or
Treat inside and everyone way outdid
themselves. Staff and volunteers came
together to serve THOUSANDS of people
in our community! And what patient
people in our community!”
- Pastor Steve Polk
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